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BEEi : QRE ;) - n ‘ declared a delegate- to the recent A.Both annual 
contaro^ts,, vliaa axman had to work, a week to buy a pair of bp.-ots c H 
.riij.d.i.srjpji C'cri.iyiro.,, ’ of an engineer ing worker^ : crystallises in duo sentence 
GTihr;feelings of the ovehwholining majority of the population* * Never 
before.-.have price increases continued so relentlessly *■ as during the 
pa pi; twelve .months© Never, before has so much talk been wasted on 

the _. subject of price controls - and so little done-- There is' no' 

.uood uo mo a fc±,on "g ho innumerable items which have increased in price© 
ii. j..s suifieiont to say that it now takes a weekj-s work to buy a elan-- 
kot 3 . : .£ind eight years - wages to buy a house - if you- can live on air in- 
the meanwhile,-, 

■ ■ .’ Since the beginning of this year ? official estimates ■ admit that 

che cost of living has gone up by some nine per cent,, or eleven shill¬ 
ings a week to the.-average worker„ Still there is no sign of respite, 

unoleBate prices "have , -in the last six months } gone up by 50 per cent, 
j-i/o-s •iiieans tout, by the end of the year; the average £6 a week worker 
will be 30a a week worse off. To offset this, the government would 
nave us believe that we are, on an average, receiving seven shillings a 
ween more in the pay packet, - This increase, of course, exists mainly 
. .'Ike’thief beneficiaries are such people as the higher-paid 
c j .v lx ■ .servants $ who received, not long ago, pay - increase's of up to £15 

* w ^ ok :, t•' In;view of the present size of the .Civil Service / this 
represents- a_notp.inconsiderable factor - and a great strain — on what 
xs now termed -the national economy,- 

; '. . • • • • ^ • t ■ 

In. answer tO’-this fantastic situation^, what, it'may be 
asked, has the trade union movement done© Mr, E„F. 
.pryor, chairman of the T,& G»W,U, conference.,-held at Whinley Bay a few 
weeks ago* gave the answer© He urged that'a policy of wage restraint 
was_ suiri necessary,, and that union members -- who include 95s- a week 
railwayman - should not adopt a policy of n smash and grab e 0 The only 
ncuo ho could hold out was that they would not see union members suffer 
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!f xn the general .whi-ch. Is now taking place* 1 ' The con¬ 

ference then went on to discuss workers who were abusing-sinknesa ben- 

robbing ‘the boss. 


4 .x Tlle recor( ^ of ’ fc5ie Labour Government, in this respect, is-tto—-~ 

beuter 8 Week in and week out, senior ministers appeal to the indust¬ 
rial workers, "not to use the present favourable employment situation 
« a 7? ve ? to.raise their wages," With the same monotonous regular- 
xty, the x’resident of the Board of Trade meets the barons of industry 
to discuss .general price increases® \ 


We know, from our own experience, that talk of price controls is 
useless, _ Despite' the fact that industrial production is nearly hall" 
as much again as before the war, and exports last month reached a record 
figure for all time, our standard of living is deteriorating. The 
armament economy of the entire world is absorbing the world's wealth, 
xhis, of course, quite apart from the fact that, whenever the workers' 
organisations fail, as they are doing at present, to conduct an active 
struggle for higher wages at the expense of profits, organised capital 
reaps even greater dividends at the expense of wages, A glance at 
any issue of the "Financial Times" will show that profits have never 
oeen better than at the present time® 


IIIS^LK^MACHINES The only successful struggles that have been waged 

during recent years have been unofficial. The 
trade unions, integrating themselves with the state machine, and bent ■ 
on getting governmental positions for their leaders, have no time or use 
for the.dangerous road of really fighting for wage increases,. The 
unofficial movements and committees, operating very much on syndicalist 
lines, have replaced the trade unions as the fighting organisations of 
the industrial working class. 

We believe that these movements should not regard themselves as 
temporary."pep groups" within the trade unions, but as the workers' 
organisations of the future. Not only as the fighting machines for 
i-ne day-to-day struggles for improved wages and conditions, but as the 
moans of ending the profit system and the rule by one class over 
another® < Nobody who has vested interests, as the trade union lead- 
ers nave, in maintaining the trihngle of employers, government officials 
and trade union bureaucrats can accomplish that. Only the industrial 
workers, in whose interests it is to end the system, will do it, 

- 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 — 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 

£li£O E -OF HOT AIR If you.want to compare your wages with the rake-off 

for emitting hot air, here are a few figures 
Sir Frank Soskice, Attorney-General, £10,000 a year; Mr, A.L. Ungoed- 
Thomas, Solicitor-General, £7,000 a year; Sir Hartley ("Pretty Boy") 
Shawcross, President of the Board of Trade, £5,000 a year; Mister Attlee, 
Prime Minister, £15,000 a year 0 The last-named gets as much in a 
week as YOU get for a year's work® 
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JULY IOTII, 1936-51 


JULY 19th, 1936 » . . Spain in the headlines throughout the world* 
The workers had taken arras against the attempted coup-d’etat of the 
fascist generals, and had begun the greatest social revolution of modern 

times* 

JULY 19th, 19?!o , • Spain again in the headlines, American 

militarists are carrying out a deal with Franco, the fascist dictator. 
j.n return for military bases, the United States - bastion of the demo¬ 
cratic” world - will increase its support for Franco s regime of firing 
squads, jails and concentration camps. 

Fifteen years, and the wheel has turned full circle* In 1936, 
Franco was able to count on the tacit support of the democracies — . 
remember the infamous Non-Intervention pact? In 1939, Internationa 

fascism triumphed in Spain and, a few months later, the World War 
against Fascism” began. Franco took part in that war, on the side 

of the Axis Powers - remember the Blue Division? And now we re 

back where we started* 

The half-hearted protests by the Liberal press of this country - 
particularly the ’‘News Chronicle” - won't worry Washington or Wall St 
quo little bit 0 T^e attitude is one of typical mealy-mouthed 

hypocrisy — ”We mustn't have Franco in the North Atlantic Treaty Organ¬ 
isation - that would show too clearly what kind of comp ny we keep - 
biit if the Americans want to take him under their wing, we mustn t 
protest against it 0 ” Rule the dollar, the dollar rules the waves, 
and Spaniards ever, ever, ever shall be slaves^ 

The right-wing press, of course, is delighted that ivs old friend, 
"the very gallant Christian gentleman,” should be welcomed back into 
the fold, "Sunday Dispatch" columnist Alastair Forbes, for example, 
writes (22<, ?<> 51) in an article headed ’'FRANCO FACES HUMBUG FROM OUR 
LEFT” : "You can call Spain's dictatorship fascist if you like, but that 
word is nowadays little more than a seven-letter rude word from the 
O c uim*onist dictionary* u Hg claims that the Spanish Civil War 

or fifteen years been consistently misunderstood and misinterpreted 
abrcado” 

A few - very few - voices of genuine protest have been raised, 
however, and the opposisition. to an alliance with Spanish fascism by 
the workers of this country should not be under-estimated* There is 
a great body of opinion which, like Alastair Forbes, knows perfectly 
well just what fascism means, but, unlike Forbes, hates it# 

Meanwhile, practically forgotten by the outside world, the 
resistance movement against Franco in Spain is daily.gaining strength* 
This movement is, above all, that of our sister section of the Internat¬ 
ional Working Mon's Association — the National Confederation of Labour, 




I 



the C*N.T. 


/ It was the men of the C,N#T. who, on that 19th of July fifteen 
years ago, took whatever arms they could find., and poured into the 
streets to repulse the fascist rising,, Even the Spanish Socialist 
and Republican leaders admitted, a few days’ later, that but for the Syn¬ 
dicalists and. Anarchists, there' would, have been no. effective resistance 

to Franco* Jaime Mlratvitllcs, Catalan Republican politician, wrote: _ 

* 

’’From, the beginning of the struggle, the anarchists went 
into the streets and, followed by small groups of work¬ 
ers j were authors of the victory© In 24 hours, the 
Spanish army was virtually dissolved* That was the 
moss crushing success ever registered in the history of 
a revolutions” 

I‘h e fighting of those early days of the revolution, the organisat¬ 
ion of.workers’ militias to conduct the fight against Franco, Hitler and 
Mussolini, were.only the prelude to a profound re-organisation of social 
life*, Industry was brought under workers * control, the land was 
seized by the peasants and turned into collective farms* In Catalonia 
and Aragon,, particularly, the social transformation was all but completes 
Th e only unemployed were capitalists and landlords,, 

The.reasons for the defeat of the Spanish Revolution are well 
known* a .& the armed intervention of Germany and. Italy, the ’’Hon— inter¬ 
vention” of the “democracies", the•shameless treachery of the Stalinists, 
the‘.aphthy of the. international working'class when its active support 
was most needed., 

t 

_■ Bur the struggle against Franco has never ceased for one moment# 
p’h® proof of this are the thousands of anti-fascists who‘have died 
001 ore the firing squads, the tens of thousands who are rotting in the 
prisons for daring to strike a blow -for freedom# The proof, too, was 
given recently by the mass strikes in the Basque country, in Catalonia, 
in Madrid, in Pamplona* The present writer talked recently with 
comrades who had crossed the French frontier at the risk of their lives. 

Ih^y _ told the story of Spain to-day in the same words — that' the C.N.T. 
was ihe ioeal point of the resistance to Franco.., c , # a resistance which 
had cost, was costing, bitter sacrifices# 

»s • ? 

To-day, more than ever, the. Spanish -workers need our aid* They 
know they can hope for nothing from/ governments, whether totalitarian * 

.or democratic, t They know the alliance between Franco and Yankee 
imperialism will make their struggle doubly hard* They know that 

che Communist Party - which plays no role in the resistance to Franco - » 

will benefit ..from this alliance# 

■ * . A ■ ‘ • 

In this, situation our duty as members of the international 
working class is clear # e * to use eve ry effectivetneans possible 
to help the Spanish workers undermine and smash Franco fascism# 
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J FOH SEVERAL WEEKS now the olect|?icians employed by the Irish nat¬ 

ionalised transport board? Coras lompair Eireann, have been ‘on strike* 

It may be settled by the time ’’Direct Action * 5 is published* but the sig¬ 
nificance of the strike? from, a •.revolutionary syndicalist point of view? 
will not be altered,. 

In Ireland., all electricians get the same rate of pay in the*same 
area.- Unlike England? where there are i! Contracting Trade Agreements 5 ! ‘ 
C.nd iJ Engineering Agreementsoften causing a difference of as ranch as 
.ip- per week betv/een the pay packets of two electricians in the same dis¬ 
trict* in Ireland there is only ,a Dublin rate? and provincial rates.? 

Ev ery electrician in Dublin should get the panic ratand 3 o on? 

W Tpis state Kafr's" has laeon” maTntainedH^y The workers for some 

' Considerable time? but last March? when the employers, agreed to raise the 
late from 3s c 3d per hour to 3s 0 Sg-d hour (Dublin rate), after a strike 
ultimatum for all Ireland (.including the Supply Board) had been issued? 
CAT,. E, decided to be awkward? 

Negotiations went on and on? and eventually the ETAh (I) were 
forced to show the 0 , 1 ,EU bosses that they were not negotiating for the 
good of their vocal cords* Every electrician in OoIclS, was withdrawn? 
and strike pickets were placed 5 „ every railway station and bus depot? 

strike has been running for weeks now, and though it may be settled 
to-day or tomorrow, the significant thing about it all is that those 
picket linos were crossedj and that nobody - not even the E*T-U,(l) has 
made any remarks or protest loud enough to be heard* 

And all this is happening in the city whore C 0 nnplly was preaching 1 
the doctrine of the sympathetic, strike 40 years ; ago? In an article 
In the ”Irish Review 5 ' in October, I913 9 "0’ o nnoiYy "said?- 

o o When .any body of. workers is in conflict with an 
employer., that all other workers should co-operate with 
thorn,:in attempting'to bring that particular employer to 
reason by refusing to handle his goods 0 ” 

Yet m Dublin in the last few weeks we see electricians picketting 

railways, etc,,? and. other workers motor mechanics, drivers and so on. - 

working away as if nothing was wrong* 

A complete stoppage throughout the Col*!* .system might have sett¬ 
led the dispute in a matter of hours® Instead of that it drags on for 

weeks? No doubt many of the mechanics and others who,are still at work 
will say, "Why should we come out in sympathy, when.the electricians 
might not do as much for us another time?” T^e answer to that is 

that this is not "another time* ,{ This is early July, ,1951 f and a 

section of the workers of C, I,E? are fighting the employers,; The 
tirao is now? and if the electricians in Ireland, In kloS-. ? lose this 
strike,, it is a defeat for every worker in Ireland - and even in t,he • 


world? 
Review,’* 


To quote 0 o nnolly from the same article in the n Irish 

i! 0ne of the Wise Men of old? when asked What was ’the* cost 
perfect state > 3 answered, 'That in which n. kkw to tuo 

the whole body 


meanest citizen was considered an. outrage 



.16 sometimes allowed to overr^ fSS™L c t af ? *»*<» outloc - > 

with the amended s^o^n ”a^' ttX™ + f ^ amentaA Principle of unionf< n 
is an injur* Sion onl^S 

uhis, good militant trade •>nvs mv? *^.P n t °- ( ¥it.8' as a result of v.-t 

Dublin, and are not aware ttat tirtS llnes in 

a_i syndicalists will criticise in' this strike lwrt ^ eho p01nt whi °b 

i? are H S?I!y’cSerU“?t^V^i^t“of lle, ^ f!t ^ be that 

electricians of Britain ^codY to Mohair 1%% ftS***^ 

that no U ona can J pass°a W bu= depot f? 4 are^carrying picket signs so x 

there is a strike onf T. L Vg rf'nt^h"?* 1011 wlt * Kmt burning that 

pUuth Bank last January- ~%pAp- ? Sf^L 1 ^? 0 Wa ? ^ Q Siected on the 

without Int ent, even* ; -^-ig a picjce- thepe i-e^t like loitering* 

striKe\S ! , m Sa 1 J the''strike’halthi 6 S. per w98k for 4te 

The strike fill bo won, S&fli£i?2ti 5! 101 ? 1 backl r« of the union, 
won quicker* it w?H b- a LV+n^ °an unly say that it could be 
knock-out,’ victory on points, whbrc°.e it co-' ' ' ' 


1 , TP<T 


' f 


O*™ O—= 0 ** 0 ’ 


0 - 0-0 « 6 - 0 - 0^0 — o — 


J VVjVJ A 


SEVENTH CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS ' 

ffl-iffimaLgMi 1. Item must become known throughout, tie 
festos, pamphlets, books. Idfo'* X2jf ot s b°rt, precise, manic 

with explanations of its 'pricin'’ es‘~ta’- hU t S ’- pr0pa § anAa meetir Ws : 
international revue staU bf eto ” * • °» ; V 

usefulo , puoxisnea *h the languages considered most 

vital questions affecting the workSaff^tbe lSBf. inw ? n its oplnion about 
on its principles and ? Rbe world, always basing itself 

ions which will keen -f'aiwavq y +vl^ concrete proposals and solut- 
organisations, HcWoS SSstte conIS?f'ef? f working class 

ion affecting- them is thus dellt vrtthf^ “ ° 0 ° re lmpor1:ant 

sactions in countries v^he-rlttrvt?''?! shall work for the creation of 
development of tS *S J “ ot 9xtm > and help'them in the 

ity with the conceptsdflSe'-TsidlvairSr^frdroutln l. ?? 
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22» !We» both 5 ;to S ?J n ^i^it™ Wooe-fighting for world 

Qf an lnt* e ; n a?^mf a S“t^f ?» X *“ sl *U ^’forttetri t ?P ' 

- K , to Stating - 

^S^g^ SECUTI ON i n Pes . 

T^4 s£ SiEF- aras &w-* 

|® =ap??all™, W ?S • 

, &jflg» MB TTOmarrm^ 

otiose'' am e ahall d b| a ° h d year in commemoration Jfthfs 19t ^°f "duly 

ataon of the 

■smtm mrn op 3 -t .a. The 7th . 

is an organism which ■ international Antifascist 1 '^ 1 ! • °““Joying that 

30-phicra factor! of any political ^D d ? rlt y (8.1.A.) 

actors* carries out humnit^n; , al ' religious or ohilo- 
c , a. A recommends its sectlnrc. +~ na ^ llta fian work; p 1X0 

Oo I 0 A 0 ? to hel-n it +n r> ° ns ^ lve their subuort ons 

- s~. 


~ he new seat of the 
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IVfivlA Secretariat shall be STOCKHOLM© AHea*..againining the activity 

o.C the Secretariat, the Congress expresses its satisfaction with the 
work it- has. accomplished 0 It names Comrade JOHN ANDERSSON as secre¬ 
tary,, and Comrade RAGNAR JOHANSSON as treasurer $ and asks the competent 
comrades who formed part of the old secretariat to participate in the 
new© 

SM^ SJSCRETARIATS The .Congress recognises the value of sub-secretariats 

for those’ national or linguistic groups which desire 
them as auxiliaries of the general secretariate For this reason, 
sections shall be free to group themselves together for the aims cited 
above* ' 

Each sub-secretariat may be constituted only with the express 
authorisation of the IWMA Secretariat ? and after other sections haye 
been advised© 

The.structure of the sub-secretariats and their functions shall 
be determined by the sections concerned© 

The sub-secretariats shall establish their own resources, and shall 
reach agreement with the IWMA Secretariat to organise financial aid 
between the different bodies© 

— 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 0 — 
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THE OPPOSITION inside L« 0« 9 the Swedish TUG, has recently shown a 
steady increase© After the metal workers* last wage revision, Swedish 
newspapers all over the country reported the workers’ dissatisfaction 
with the LoOo s handling of their economic interests, and at ever—shorter 
intervals, the same criticism comes from workers in other unions© 

While the businesses shovel in enormous net profits, and. have the 
greatest difficulty in placing their profits in new capital investments, 
taxes and prices of consumer goods are mounting© In more and more 
places is there open condemnation of the L.Oo’s leadership* Members 
of'L,-. Os consider there should be a greater levelling out between the 
business interests' enormous profits and their own wages than the lead¬ 
er snip seems to want, and the workers are beginning by giving up their 
membership- of reformist union movement© 

The overwhelming ma; ority of the workers in the Rockhatnmar Mills 
have left the Paper Industry W 0 rkers Union and founded the Rockhammar 
Syndicalist local, reports "Arbetaren” (Stockholm)* 

The ho 0®'s handling of the workers’ jinterests resulted in the 
Rockhammar mill workers getting their earnings reduced© The Paper 
Workers Union considered that irrelevant - their concern was that inem¬ 
bers’ dues should be paid* 

Since the workers joined the Syndicalist organisation, S*A©G© s 
wages and working conditions, have already seen substantially improved© 

In axi trades the Syndicalist organisation is now beginning to make 
itself very effectively felt- It is possible that.the next transfer 
to SeAcOe. will be of workers in the metal., Industry 0 

N QI-. QiAw' Oslo, 
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THE STATE 


By JULIAN PILLING- 

netu-Jff ° pI ' oduct °* circumstance; it has evolved as the 

-a-.uaA. Adouon of men ana women ■ working in irdustrv qnd i ^ fho+r* 

«nli^ Sy8te T t W - l0h f° bS B em of p?od«ts ofthoD 

• tellectuals asa paLcea for'all^hfworh^^inlfanfifhS^o 3 

philosopher^sucfa B S Sorel nd\ iS 4 s l i:flloant tha * thos niddle-claso • 

iaf nLf f OTS % SSrJ of the Sfer?* 

were afrald ’ nit 

^he#fl y ^ 1Cal S d ° BS Present a blueprint which must be rigidly 
: 4 : ^? d l u0 t. uUcn an attitude 3 so typical of various socialists la the 
i^anu.txe disorder of those who cannot face the complexities of social 

finerce wno na ? f reed himself from all governmental in- 

isip' i~ +h? field J '?n a flf^ ll ? P ’ i ’ by ? inds# iike tlle anarchist, that syndic^ 
T? Ar iniou- f tv d pf 2 a he , Can b9stj take his Part in the class struggle 

a«*« 1 8 WSK& sts&tur**" *“ 

af Pi.hh aa In «“ latter we-see a breach between theory 

SoASsaiIAAA tae concern of the Labour Party for the memory of the 
.. Ihffffforh™ and K ? i - 5 a r dle whil ® administer capTfliS in 
bSlomf of SiSevIkion?* in Synai0all3 “' «““** and tactics 

f v ' ' «r • r • 

o-*-.~f 0 .ad wocialisl parliamentarians lies a misunderstanding of the 
indfhdeni folf en as + SOTet '“ ln S o«Bia. the industrial SSSS? S 

^e SLff f m : "Lk s ts a sti ir if 

leflto whtminsf er! 37 ° thi * is not ^ send1 ^ Socialist mem- 


Th. 

succumb 
well 


doci 


umbs *o T ot alceadya political adventurer, soon 

, ° "°, parliamentary atmosphere ana procedure, and develons the 

±°S. ra ?? la i-" . *» ® ril Pdoying class'^llkfand^en- 


h WOT f 1-3 t0 suppo - t the Party Your own menf as they 
Sule" fS 1 J^L W ? rkeI,s Playing the garni aeoordLg ?o ?to’bosses^ 
■ 3B “ Jjet taem foroe *»» bosses by strike action to come to their 




,#errae, and..the-se bosses - who are such "good sportsman""ireacherjs 

Similarly do the. -employers, by means of work co-operative, councils., 
place the workers in a position of inferiority by talcing them out of 
their element and on to the bosses’ own ground. The place to argue., 
with the employers is in the workshop, not in their offices* ' N - 


A good example of the way that parliament can be "used" was given 
■ by the French Syndicalists, For twenty years socialists and radicals 
had tr 5 to introduce bills to abolish the private employment exchanges, 

whi / “--'were detested with good reason by the whole of the working class. \ 
Syndicalists started a campaign of strikes and demonstrations and, 
in three months, succeeded where twenty years of parliamentary action 
haffailed. The function of the labour Exchanges then rested entirely 
with the Trades Councils which, for many years, was a highly satisfact¬ 
ory arrangement® The only way in which parliament can be used is 

by external pressure. Parliament is much more impressed by a show of 
strength than by the empty oratory of its "left"-wing members. 


Revolution is a daily process, and not a catastrophe in the dim 
and distant future as Marxists would have/hh-'ijelieve* Such an attit¬ 
ude isolates its adherents into small, eabte'Mc .groups just as surely 
as the individralitic A n archists of the SI h'nef- school, who fail to 
recognise any value in association, 

,-r . ’ • > fl ■>} ' " V -• ’• i " 1 • V 


There is no virtue- in this isolation , 1 which Represents a society 
in decay® The future of society lies in a working-class movement, and 
not in.the political’machinations of parties who, by their nature, pi’- 
perpet-Uate -class rule, ’* ' •" 

.... * - * ; , .1 ■ • • , •. • - • - : 
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Mff. G EO RGS S TRAUSS, M.-P . 


f Mr 0 George Russell Strauss, M.P,, • is a man who considers himself 

a socialist and enemy of-the profit motivon Like other alleged leaders 
of the weeing class, he’ knows a great deal -about profit. He should do. 
That ’s'nb^ihS- supplements his £20 a week job as M.P. - 

Theip^iVate company of A. Strauss^ metal merchants, is a prosperous 
affair, fThe nominal share capital,..>£ 200 , 000 , consisting of £25,000 in 
£1'shares, and £175,000 in £1 ordinary' • shares, .Holders of preference 
shares ? of course, have no voting powers in the running of a business, 
who own, under their own name, or that of someone else, the larg¬ 
est blocks, of Ordinary shares, not necessarily the,majority, control and 
run' the business. In-the firm of Al Strauss,'' hpw.ever, the controller 
of the business is not hidden. The Iion*s share,’ £.99,500 worth of £1 
Ordinary shares to be exact’, is down under the name of Mr. G.R. Strauss. 

^ No doubt his constituents of LAMBETH NORTH find they have a great 
deal in common with him-. At least he is an expert on the profit mot¬ 
ived Just another of .the- -"workers’ leaders" in parliament, . . 

- O-O-Or- 0 - 0 -O-Q-O-'Q-O-O- 0 - 0 - 6 -O- 0 - 0 - 0 “ o-o-o~o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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